[Pathogenetic concepts for pigment epithelial detachment in exudative AMD].
Retinal pigment epithelial detachment (PED) as a specific manifestation in exudative age-related macular degeneration (AMD) may lead to a substantial decrease of central vision. An understanding of important events during the development of PED is necessary for a successful therapeutic intervention. At present the leading pathogenetic theory is that of reduced hydraulic conductivity of Bruch's membrane. The mechanisms underlying this process are caused by increased deposition of lipids, enhanced collagen cross-linking and alteration in the ratio of tissue-dissolving enzymes and their inhibitors. The association of newly formed vessels and an unaltered RPE pump activity can lead to the clinical picture of serous PED during exudative AMD.